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Reading

‘A person who won’t read 
has no advantage over one 

who can’t read.’ 

– Mark Twain

Can’t read, won’t read In key stage 2, the teaching of reading focusses on pupils’ 
comprehension and the teaching of key comprehension strategies.

 This is moving away from teaching word reading.

 By the beginning of year 3, pupils should be able to read accurately 
and at a speed that allows them to focus on understanding what 
they read rather than on decoding individual words. 

 Lots of phonics work and extra reading is put into place in Year 3 for 
pupils who are still struggling to decode (more so this year).

 They should be able to decode most new words. 

 Teaching is directed more towards developing pupils’ vocabulary
and the breadth and depth of their reading, making sure that they 
become independent, fluent and enthusiastic readers. 



Reading

 Allowing pupils to read for pleasure in class.

 Pupils can choose a (fiction/non-fiction or poetry) book from the class reading 
corner and a non-fiction/fiction book from the school library.

 Teachers and teaching assistants to listen to pupils read aloud.

 Further reading support/ intervention is given to pupils who are struggling with 
their word reading and comprehension.

 Weekly reading homework is set – parents are to listen to their child read at least 
once a week and fill in the reading records in their planners.

In our Federation, we try to promote ‘the love of reading’ in all our children and we want every child to leave 
the school being confident, fluent readers.  We try to develop the habit of reading in lots of different ways:



Guided Reading

 Guided Reading lessons are timetabled every day.

 Guided Reading lessons follow the same book as is being taught/ used in English lessons.

 Each Guided Reading session is part of a carefully planned sequence of lessons.

 Each lesson focusses on the teaching of a key comprehension strategy, in line with the 
national curriculum reading objectives. 

 These lessons involve whole-class teaching where the teacher will demonstrate and 
model the application of key comprehension strategies.

 Pupils are challenged to become increasingly independent with using these so that they 
develop the necessary skills to enable them to have a good understanding of what they 
read independently.



Comprehension Strategies

 Predicting

 Vocabulary

 Making Inferences

 Retrieval

 Summarising

Pupils learn to pose and answer questions that clarify meaning and promote 
deeper understanding of the text. 

Pupils find key details or information in the text.

Pupils identify and accumulate the most important ideas and restate 
them in their own words.

Using information from graphics, text and experiences to anticipate what will be 
read/ viewed/heard.

Using what you know to make a guess about what you don't know 
or reading between the lines. 



Writing

 Writing opportunities are identified from the class text, giving the pupils a clear context and 
purpose for their writing.

 There is a key SPAG focus for the writing.
 This is recapped daily and then is the focus for the marking 
of the long writing task.

 The rest of the week then centres around the long 
writing task with lessons on:
 studying key features, 
 planning, 
 writing, 
 proofreading/ editing and redrafting.



Handwriting

Pupils are taught to:
 use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are 

needed to join letters.
 increase the legibility, consistency and quality 

of their handwriting.

 Handwriting is taught as a separate lesson once 
a week, more in year 3.

 Pupils work towards a ‘Pen Licence’.
 When redrafting a piece of writing, handwriting 

is focused on as well as proofreading and 
editing.



Spellings

 Teach spelling rules, 
patterns and sounds.

 Statutory Word Lists

 Helping Hand Books  Used to record work on spellings.  They include sections 
for: spelling lessons, wider curriculum (topic words), and 
personal spellings (like a mini, personalised dictionary).

 Pupils are tested on these at the start and end of each 
half term.

 Some spelling lessons are dedicated to practising words 
that the pupils are finding difficult from these.

 We use the ‘No Nonsense’ spelling scheme.  

 This involves 2-3 lessons a week, each focusing on a 
different spelling objective i.e. rule, pattern, sound etc.



Spellings:

 Pupils should use some 
of these strategies 
when practising 
spellings at home.

 During practise sessions, pupils are taught lots of different strategies to help them.



Spellings:



Spellings:



Spellings:

 Here is an example of a half-termly overview and 
of an individual lesson plan.

 Lesson types include: Teach, Learn, Practise and 
Apply.

 These are short, fun sessions involving discussions, 
word lists, writing sentences, matching games etc.



Spellings: Statutory Word Lists

 These word lists are from 
the National Curriculum.

 The word-lists for years 3 
and 4 and years 5 and 6 
are statutory. 

 The lists are a mixture of 
words pupils frequently 
use in their writing and 
those which they often 
misspell.

 These words need to 
taught and learned 
during Key Stage 2.



End of Key Stage Tests - SATs

At the end of Year 6, children usually sit SATs 
(Standard Attainment Tests) in:
 Reading
 Maths
 Grammar, punctuation and spelling (GPS or 

SPAG)

 There is no test for English writing. 
 Pupils’ writing is teacher assessed, based on your child’s work at the end 

of key stage 2.  
 Schools are externally moderated each year.



End of Key Stage Tests - SATs

What does a Reading SAT look like?

 The Reading test consists of a reading answer booklet 
and a separate reading booklet. 

 Pupils have a total of one hour to read the 3 texts in 
the reading booklet and complete the questions at 
their own pace. 

 Pupils are encouraged to work through one text and 
answer the questions before moving on to the next.



End of Key Stage Tests - SATs



End of Key Stage Tests - SATs



How can I support my child at home?

 Concentrate on reading quality.

 Asking questions – can they summarise/ make 
predictions / discuss what they have read?

 Practise fun spelling strategies.

 Keep reading enjoyable and for pleasure – take time to 
listen to your child read and read with them.



Your Questions:




